
Lesson 2:

Shape and Shading with Pumpkins
Art Through the Year
with Sharon Jeffus
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“
”

“In working I use my memory. This I have trained from youth, so that while

sketching I impress indelibly upon my memory the features of the landscape

and the combinations of coloring so that when back in the studio the

watercolor will recall vividly all the striking peculiarities of the scenes visited.”

 —Thomas Moran 

In Lesson 1, we learned about the first element of art, line.  This lesson will explore the second element of art, shape.  We’ll be 
exploring shape by drawing pumpkins in both a realistic and whimsical setting.  First we’re going to look at some beautiful  
masterpieces that depict the fall season.  As you look at these, notice where the light is coming from and examine the variations 
in color based on the light source.  Also appreciate the lovely fall colors used in each painting.

Masterpieces Referenced:

Spring in the Country 
by Grant Wood
http://artappreciationjm.wordpress.com/
woods-artwork/#jp-carousel-12Near Sundown 

by Grant Wood
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1c/Nearsundown_wood.jpg

Autumn Landscape 
by Charles Ethan Porter 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Charles_Ethan_Porter_-_Autumn_
Landscape_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg

The Autumnal Woods (Under the Trees) 
by Thomas Moran 
http://www.thomas-moran.org/The-Autumnal-Woods-
%28Under-The-Trees%29-large.html
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Project Practice: Spheres & Pumpkins
We’re going to start with a circle and turn it into a sphere, then a 
pumpkin. We’re going to do a lot of smudging, so get ready to get 
those fingers full of color! 

Materials List:
•  Reference picture of pumpkins  

(see page 5)
• Willow charcoal
•  Oil pastels (orange, brown or  

burgundy, white or light yellow)
•  Sheet of white drawing paper  

(8 ½" x 11" or 9" x 12")

Light
Source

Step 1:   On one half of your paper, draw a circle with your charcoal.

Step 2:   Decide where your light source is coming from and draw an arrow 
to represent the direction that the light is hitting the circle.

Step 3:   With the charcoal, color in the edge of the circle on the opposite 
side of the light source. Smudge the charcoal with your fingers 
to pull some charcoal pigment out into the middle of the sphere. 
Reapply and smudge as necessary. Ta da! Your circle is now a sphere. 
The sphere should be darkest on the side that faces away from the 
light source and lightest on the side facing it. The more you blend 
the shades in between, the more three-dimensional your sphere 
will look. 

Now let’s use the same technique to draw a pumpkin...

Step 4:   Using the other half of your paper, draw a pumpkin shape with an 
orange pastel and fill it in completely.

Step 5:   Using a brown or burgundy pastel, draw several curving lines on 
your pumpkin to make the ridges. Look at your reference picture 
for examples. Smudge the lines with your finger to blend slightly.

Step 6:   Decide where your light source will be and add some highlights us-
ing a white or other light color on the side facing the light source.  
You may also choose to add a darker color on the opposite side of 
the pumpkin. Don’t forget to smudge!

Step 7:   Add a stem if you like. 

Are you ready to draw a whole pumpkin patch?
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Project 1 : Pumpkin Patch at Night
We are going to create a pumpkin patch landscape at night with a 
fence, a full moon, and stars.

Materials List:
• Sheet of black construction paper (approximately 9" x 12")
• Oil pastels:
   – White 

 – Black 
 – Brown 
 – Orange 
 – Yellow 
 – Greens (several shades)

Step 1:   Place your paper in “portrait” orientation, with the 
shorter side at the top and bottom.

Step 2:   We’re going to start by drawing the moon as a sphere. 
Using your white pastel, draw a circle near the top 
of your paper, toward the right or left side. Fill in the 
circle with the white pastel.

Step 3:   Shade your moon on one side with your black oil  
pastel. Smudge with your finger to draw the dark 
color across the face. Get creative! Add craters and 
other surface detail. Add more white if desired.

Step 4:   Draw your fence (horizon line) with a brown oil  
pastel, keeping in mind the “Rule of Thirds.”

Step 5:   Add vertical lines to the fence line to create fence 
posts, using your brown oil pastel.

Step 6:   Using a black oil pastel, shade the side of the fence 
posts opposite the moon. Don’t forget to smudge!

Step 7:   Still using the black pastel, add black to your fence 
rails—or make a barbed wire fence!

Step 8:   Take your orange pastel, and draw several roundish 
pumpkins inside the fence. Color them in.

Step 9:   Draw stars (and even a comet!) in the sky using your 
white pastel. 

Step 10:   Add some yellow to the side of the pumpkins facing 
the moonlight. Smudge to blend.

Step 11:   Using a dark pastel, draw lines on the pumpkins and 
smudge to blend.

Step 12:   Let’s add green vines. Pick up a green pastel and 
draw in some stems, vines and leaves. Choose a  
different shade of green and add more. There are 
many shades of green in nature.

Step 13:   Add dirt, rocks, and grass to your pumpkin patch as 
you like. 

Step 14:   Finally, shade the “dark” side of your pumpkins on 
the side away from the moon using a black pastel. 
Smudge, smudge, smudge! 

Your pumpkin patch is complete.  Of course, you can  
continue to add touches of color and smudge to blend as 
long as you like.  Blending and shading add depth and realism 
to your pumpkin patch.  No two pumpkin patches will look 
exactly alike!

Now let’s take the sphere a step further…
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Project 2: 
Mixed Media Pumpkin House & Carriage
Now comes the fun of creating a pumpkin house and a  
pumpkin coach. In the movie Cinderella, Disney studios created 
the coach from a pumpkin.  That was very creative!  Can you 
imagine what a pumpkin house or village would look like?

Materials List:
• Sheet of white drawing paper (12" x 9")
• Charcoal or drawing pencil
• Markers
• Oil pastels
•  Paints (tempera for children 8 and under; acrylic for older 

children):  Orange,  Yellow,  Red,  White,  Brown
• Brushes (medium & small round tips)

Step 1:   Sketch out your fanciful 
pumpkin scene by drawing  
a large pumpkin for the 
house. Don’t forget to add 
your horizon line under  
the pumpkin.

Step 2:   Add a stem and leaves as you like. Try Sharon’s  
“backwards ‘C’” technique to create the leaves.

Step 3:   Draw a smaller sphere for the pumpkin carriage on 
top of two or more circles for wheels

Step 4:   Draw hills or mountains in the background as desired.

Step 5:   Go back to your pumpkin house and draw doors, 
windows, stairs, porches, etc. Use your imagination!

Step 6:   “Landscape” the yard of the pumpkin house.  Will you 
draw flowers, bushes or a walkway? 

Step 7:   Draw windows in the top half of your pumpkin car-
riage.  The central window might be a tall triangle with 
two curving triangles on either side.  Also add spokes 
to your wheels and other details.

Step 8:   Draw other scenery in the background as you would 
like.  You can add a castle like Sharon, more pumpkin 
houses, a skyline, or anything else you can imagine.  
Just remember to draw it smaller than your pumpkin 
house and carriage since it is further away.

Step 9:   Color the leaves, vines, stems, and other details of 
your house and carriage with markers or oil pastels.  
Leave the pumpkins white for now.  We’ll be painting 
them next!

Step 10:   Place some 
orange, yellow, red, brown and 
white paint on a paper plate. Using the tip of your 
paintbrush, fill in your pumpkin with orange paint.  
Add brown for the darker sides of the pumpkin and 
yellow for the lighter sides—which creates shading, 
as we’ve done in the previous project.

Step 11:   Add more details and shading in your pumpkins 
by mixing red paint with orange to make a bolder, 
red-orange color.  Try mixing yellow or white with 
orange to make other variations of the color orange.

Step 12:   Go back in with pastels or makers and add lines to 
your pumpkins.  You could also add a sky, grass, or 
even flowers to the outside of your house.

Use your imagination  
to create all kinds of  
pumpkin scenes or 
towns, like Sharon’s 
friend who turned a 
pumpkin into a stage  
for a bug band!
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Project 1 : Pumpkin Patch at Night
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